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Libro di testo Spiazzi, Tavella, Layton, Compact Performer Shaping Ideas, Zanichelli. 

 
Literature 

The language of literature: 
 Introduzione allo studio della letteratura: lezioni sul metodo di studio. 
 Introduzione alle tematiche letterarie e ai generi del periodo storico (ballad, romance, poetry, medieval 

drama). 
Conceptual Link 1: Towards a National Identity 
History and Society: 

 The Celts; the Romans; the Anglo-Saxons. 
 From the Heptarchy to the Norman Conquest. 

Literature and Culture: 
 The Anglo-Saxon Literature.  
 The Epic Poem. 
 All about Beowulf. 

Conceptual Link 2: Shaping Society 
History and Society: 

 The Normans; the Plantagenets. 
 Wars and social revolts. 

Literature and Culture: 
 The Medieval Narrative Poem. 
 All about G. Chaucer. 
- All about The Canterbury Tales. 
- Comparing Literature:  Chaucer and Boccaccio. 
- Reading and analysis: The Wife of Bath; The Prioress.  

Conceptual Link 3: Rewriting Reality 
History and Society: 

 The Tudors. 
- Art: Portraits of Elizabeth I 
 The First of the Stuarts. 

Literature and Culture: 
 The English Renaissance. 
 The sonnet. 
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- Comparing literature: The Italian and English Sonnet 
 All about William Shakespeare 
 All about Shakespeare’s sonnets 
- Reading and analysis: Shall I compare thee. 
- Reading and analysis: My Mistress’ Eyes 
 The Development of Drama. 
 The Elizabethan Theatre 
 All about Shakespeare’s plays. 
- All about A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
- All about Romeo and Juliet. 
- Reading and analysis: Love at first sight. 
- Reading and analysis: The Balcony Scene 
- All about Hamlet. 
- Reading and analysis: To be or not to be. 
 All about C. Marlowe and Dr Faustus. 
- Reading and analysis: Faustus’s last hour 

 
 

 Approfondimenti. Lavori di gruppo (analisi di materiali e presentazioni multimediali): 
- All about Julius Caesar: plot, main characters and main themes. 
- All about Othello: plot, main characters and main themes. 
- All about Macbeth: plot, main characters and main themes. 
- All about The Merchant of Venice: plot, main characters and main themes. 
- All about King Lear: plot, main characters and main themes. 
- All about The Tempest: plot, main characters and main themes. 

Grammar 
- Past tenses 
- Passive 
- Relative pronouns 
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